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REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 and 12-53 are pending. Claims 1, 12, 19, 24, 31, 37, and 43 have been 
amended. Applicants reserve the right to pursue the original and other claims in this and any 
other application. 

Applicants thank Examiner Henn for faxing a "preliminary" Advisory Action to 
Applicants' representative on December 10, 2007. Although the Advisory Action has not 
formally been issued, Applicants offer this response today to avoid additional extension of time 
fees. 

All of the outstanding rejections are based on Dierickx (U.S. Patent No. 7,106,373) 
("Dierickx") either standing alone or in combination with various other references. In making 
out the rejections, the Office Action interprets transistors 31 and 37 of Dierickx FIG. 3 as each 
being a "transfer transistor" and, therefore, reading on Applicant's claims. (Final Rejection 
dated August 10, 2007 at Paragraph 4) The Office Action concedes that "transfer" transistors 31 
and 37 do not "selectively couple the photodiode 32 to the source follower transistor 34," but 
sustains the rejections because "this limitation is not found in the claims." (Id.) 

In response, Applicants pointed out that the specification uses the term "transfer 
transistor" exclusively to refer to a transistor coupled between a photodiode and the column 
output line and cited Element 103 of FIG. 2 A as an example. (Request for Reconsideration after 
Final Action dated November 13, 2007 at Page 13) The "preliminary" Advisory Action 
acknowledged that that "the term 'transfer transistor 5 is used in the specification to refer to a 
transistor in this configuration" but still sustained the rejections because "it is not defined to be 
limited to this configuration with reasonable clarity to require this specific configuration in the 
claims." (Paragraph 1) 
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While Applicants continue to disagree with the Examiner's position, claims 1, 12, 19, 
24, 31, 37, and 43 have been amended to recite the position of the "transfer transistor" and 
thereby expressly distinguish over transistors 31 and 37 of Dierickx in order to advance 
prosecution of this application. Therefore, the rejections, all of which rely on this application of 
Dierickx, should be withdrawn and all of the pending claims allowed. 

In view of the above, Applicants believe the pending application is in condition for 
allowance and respectfully request that it be passed to issue. 


Dated: December 10, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 



By. 

Gianni Minutoli 

Registration No.: 41,198 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO LLP 
1825 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006-5403 
(202) 420-2200 
Attorney for Applicant 
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